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Abstract:  
Documentary films have a long history of trying to present the complexities of migrations, but 
inherent representational difficulties come from trying to convey the lives of people who are 
deemed to be stateless individuals. Considerations about how to best present all the nuances of 
the migrant experience without taking anything away are the focal point of this research. The 
questions of whether to include the filmmaker’s voice, how much control to give to the film’s 
protagonists and stylistic choices still puzzle filmmakers who have made documentaries on 
migrations. To answer these questions, this study sought the perspectives of contemporary 
documentary filmmakers through in-depth qualitative interviews. Findings revealed that building 
trust and deciding to portray larger issues of migrant communities through the emotions of the 
individuals presented itself as the primary ethical guide for filmmakers who wanted to avoid 
pitfalls when making a migrant film.  
 
